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ABSTRACT

This study set out to investigate motivation to study English as a second language among
students in Langata secondary school, Nairobi County. Specifically, this study sought to
establish whether the students’ motivation is either integrative or instrumental. The study
adopted a descriptive survey approach. The study was conducted at Langata secondary school
within the Langata sub-county of Nairobi County. The study used a five-point Likert scale
adapted from Gardner's (2014) Attitudes and Motivation in Second Language Learning
Questionnaire. The items for the questionnaire were selected to suit the study population and
research objectives. Fifty students from forms three and four were selected for the study. Data
was collected through self-administration of the questionnaire. Using Excel, the data was
analyzed for mean scores on responses made by students to determine the levels of integrative
and instrumental motivation. The study found that students in the study population were more
instrumentally motivated than they were integratively motivated. However, the students agreed
that they were both integratively and instrumentally motivated to learn English through the high
scores assigned to both forms of motivation. The study recommended that teachers need to tap
into the students’ motivation to devise innovative teaching approaches that will sustain student
interest in learning a second language.
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